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Unsustainability symptoms
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We are shipping air and packaging
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Empty travel is the norm rather than the exception
Truckers have become the modern cowboys
Products mostly sit idle, stored where unneeded, yet so often
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unavailable fast where needed

Production and storage facilities are poorly used

So many products are never sold, never used
Products do not reach those who need them the most
Products unnecessarily move, crisscrossing the world
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Fast & reliable intermodal transport is still a dream or a joke
Getting products in and out of cities is a nightmare

Networks are neither secure nor robust

Smart automation & technology are hard to justify
Innovation is strangled

HET : B Montreuil (2011)
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« Yang(2024).Geographic Imbalance, Search Frictions, and Regulation
Causes of Empty Miles in Freight Trucking. Policy Research Working
Paper.
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Notes: Figure 5 presents historical trends in empty mileage shares in the United Kingdom and Colombia.
Colombian estimates are five-year averages from the Colombian Ministerio de Transporte. United Kingdom
26 1 estimates are one-year averages from the United Kingdom Department for Transport.
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« E. Demirel, H. van Ommeren, P. Rietveld(2007), A Matching Model for
the Backhaul Problem, Tinbergen Institute Discussion Paper
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MU = mln(X,J, -i)

- Wong, W. F.(2022), The Round Trip Effect: Endogenous Transport
Costs and International Trade, American Economic Journal, 17(4),
pp.127-166
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